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Current Utterature. 



The Superiority of Hebrew over Babylonian Literature. 

Professor Ed. Konig, in an article in the Homiletic Review for July, 
gives the following judgment on the religio-ethical relation in which 
the Old Testament stands to Babylonian literature : (i) The Old Testa- 
ment in fact runs parallel, in some traditions which refer to the primi- 
tive history of humanity, with the cuneiform literature, but it presents 
the materials which are contained therein as common heritage in a 
sublime form. In exhibiting these materials the Old Testament 
clearly brings out the priority of the Spirit before the matter, and the 
unity of the Divine. (2) The Old Testament, in those parts of its 
contents which are peculiar to it, expresses at least these central ideas : 
(a) the consciousness of Israel that it possessed a unique position 
among the ancient nations because of the divine election ; (b) the con- 
sciousness of Israel's prophets that they were the interpreters of the 
living God ; and (c) the doctrine that the true kingdom of God, which 
had been founded in Israel as the nursery of perfect religion and 
morality, will finally bring the true salvation, i. e., the redemption from 
guilt and sin, and will embrace all men who lay hold of this salvation 
by repentance and faith. (3) The Old Testament is a monument of a 
history of religion whose anchorage lies in the background of the 
world, which history was closed indeed for a time, but not forever, and 
will be opened again to unfold the Christ of God, who shall come to 
judge and create a new heaven and a new earth, in which righteousness 
dwelleth. 

The Fatherhood of God. 

No teacher gains today the ear of the educated world who does 
not make the divine fatherhood the keynote of his message. The 
fundamental purpose of the incarnation was the revelation of the 
divine fatherhood. In these two sentences Rev. G. S. Streatfeild, 
writing in the Expositor for July, strongly states the present mood of 
biblical theology. There has been a progressive realization of the 
fatherhood of God in the religious consciousness of the world. The 
greater part of the Old Testament is occupied in showing the steps by 
which the people of Israel were led onward and upward from crude 
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